2016 Bird Team - December 4th, 2015

Think of the lush rainforest. How high can you gaze? Can you see past the dense foliage? Can
you see even a glimpse of blue? We know they are there, but we can’t always see them flitting
about above the canopy. What are we talking about? Birds. When you think of birds in the Costa
Rican rainforest, what is the first species that come to mind? Parrots? Toucans? Do you think of
the Chestnut-sided Warbler or the Louisiana Warbler? These are some of the species captured
and banded in Costa Rica to the previous bird team's surprise.

Anna Lees '16 and Kammer Tyson '16 are proud members of the 2016 Bird Team. We will be
catching, cataloging, and tracking flight patterns of Neotropical and migratory birds. To do this,
we will set up a study plot and multiple mist nets. Mist nets are commonly used by biologists
and ornithologists to catch flying creatures. Unlike the years before, we will be attempting to
obtain and record more data on hummingbird species. When trapping birds, we will do our best
to ensure safe handling techniques are used and the birds are kept calm and returned to the
location where they were caught. All specimens obtained will be cataloged and released. In
addition, migratory birds will be banded to allow us to see migration patterns in future years. We
hope, with our continuing partnership with Cornell University, we can positively impact avian
research in Costa Rica and beyond.




