The 2013- 2014 Bird Team - December 6th, 2013

This year’s Bird Team, Melissa, Allie, and Jenny, have been working diligently to help further the
research that has already been done on the Bird Team in previous years. Birds are an essential
part of the ecosystem. We focus on three main types of birds: migratory, local, and
hummingbirds. We look at the population size of the migratory birds in Costa Rica because the
consequences of deforestation not only affect the birds in Costa Rica, but also in the United
States. By banding birds, we are able to see the migration patterns over the years. The local
birds in Costa Rica are heavily affected by deforestation. Since they are not migratory, if their
habitats are destroyed, they will have no place to live. The 2014 Bird Team will also be
continuing on with the research from the Hummingbird Project that was started last year. This
year we will be working alongside the Bioacoustics Team to help identify and record new bird
calls that will be added into the Macaulay Library that is produced by Cornell University, with
whom we have a partnership.




Bird Team Introduction - January 28th, 2014

Recently we have been working on our paper, and learning to set up and take down the nets.
It's not as easy as it looks!!! We are also working hard to memorize the 25 most common birds
that we usually catch while down in the Costa Rica. We are also working to memorize the
Hummingbirds for the project that was created last year with them. In this project we set up
about six bird feeders all with different percentages of sugar in the water. We then sit and watch
for birds and calculate how many males and females go to which feeders to figure out which
consistency of sugar the Hummingbirds like the best. We have meet with our team leader Frank
Gallo, and he has been teaching us the methods we need to use while down in the rainforest.
He says it get cold down there! Can you believe that! The rainforest in Costa Rica gets cold at
night! We are hoping, because it is dry season, that we won’t be rained out like last year. Wendy
Welshans has also been working hard to get us prepared for the big trip, meeting every other
day in class and also on tuesday nights. In some of the lectures we are learning about some of
the tropical plants and arthropods and their secondary defense, so if you touch them or eat
them, they could really harm you. It's really scary, but it helps us be alert down there, so we are
more careful about what we touch. We will keep keep our blog updated so don’t forget to keep
checking in, and feel free to leave us comments about questions you have and to wish us luck!
Jenny, Melissa, and Allie!
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